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In Touch


A SAIF NEWSLETTER – April 2005


Keeping in touch with you is important to us at the SAIF Office
and we hope you’ll enjoy this issue.


GAUTENG BRANCH

The Branch will be holding a “PR and Branding Workshop” on 6 May 2005 at the Braamfontein Conference & Recreation Centre.  The Guest Speaker will be Ian Coetser who has spent the past 36 years in the marketing communications industry practicing as strategist, designer and writer.  He has consulted for many of South Africa's top companies, especially in the financial services sector.  He is currently specialising in the creation of corporate identities, which have to reflect both an African and international image.

Contact Ann Scott by Fax (011) 425-5007 or George Pappas 082 923 5791 for details and bookings.  (Go to Branch News on www.saifundraising.org.za for more information and to download booking form).

Everyone is welcome – even if you are an “Out-of-towner”!



MOVERS AND SHAKERS:

 

More news from Gauteng …

On a sadder note, Elaine Montague, vice chairman of Gauteng branch, has had to resign due to pressure of work. Elaine was elected onto the committee at the last AGM and made a big impression during her term. All at SAIF are sorry to lose you and wish you well with your fundraising.

News from National Council …


We are delighted to announce that Sue Brophy-Smith has accepted the position of 2nd vice president of SAIF. Sue is a fundraising consultant and has served on the National Council for two terms. She has moved from being a Western Cape branch representative to member-at-large and at the moment, her enormous challenge is the responsibility of chairing the Convention Committee. Sue is dynamic and a stickler for getting things done the right way. We look forward to working with her and thank for giving up her valuable time to SAIF.


SNIPPETS:

A letter from our President, Frances Lake:

”My husband and I recently had an interesting stay in Grahamstown, Eastern Cape.  As always at graduation time, bed & breakfast accommodation is hard to find and so we took a chance on a place that we did not know only to find that it was a training facilities for previously disadvantaged South African youth (18-30+) into the hospitality industry.  Nothing was too much trouble for these trainees.  It may not have been perfect - but nothing that a smile and a lesson learned could not overcome.

The place was St Aidan’s Project, working in association with its partner NGO, School Leavers Opportunity Training (SLOT).  The Project has now been running for 6 years and is located at St Aidan’s Manor, a former Jesuit College and deconsecrated gothic chapel and now a fully operational guesthouse, Cnr Milner Street and Constitution Street.  Tel:  046 622 7135.  I applaud the leaders of this project because it is a wonderful example of what can be done with limited resources and suggest that if you find yourself in Grahamstown you should visit them. 



TIME IS RUNNING OUT …

… to register for the 2005 SAIF Convention. It’s packed with international and local speakers, local colour and flavour and insights into some of our stickier fundraising issues – you just can’t miss it!!! Go to the SAIF website, www.saifundraising.org.za access the link and register now!

Still on the subject of the Convention ……. SAIF was air borne!  - on the country's national news and information leader SAFM,  on the evening programme Cape to midnight, on Monday 18 April.

As part of the media campaign for SAIF's 2005 Convention Cape Town, Sue Brophy-Smith, chair of the convention organising committee, had an opportunity to promote the Convention as an important Institute event at which fundraising practitioners, including beginners, got an update on world trends and networked with each other.

In the short space of seven minutes, she also positioned fundraising as a profession, shifted the perception that fundraising is about prising money from people to fundraising as building long term relationships which creates opportunities for people, companies,  foundations and the like to give, and added that this needed planning. And listeners were driven to the SAIF website for details. Closer to the time, SAFM will again alert listeners to the Convention by including mention of it in the programme's event diary. 

The significance for SAIF of this airtime was not only to alert a wider audience to the value of a convention for the fundraising profession, but also to raise the profile of SAIF with this wider audience. Sue believes that SAIF should extend the media campaign into a post convention campaign designed to continue to raise SAIF's public profile. A special thank you to Susann Elphick, convention committee member and SAIF Western Cape committee member, for designing and handling the convention media campaign and for securing this interview.



GONE “PHISHING”?

THIS EXTRACT IS TAKEN FROM ”THE FUNDING SITE” - ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS TO THEM - THIS IS IMPORTANT STUFF!

Do you know what "Phishing" is? Phishing is when people go "fishing" for your details, by posing as a company that you trust, or invite you to participate in a special offer, which is only possible if you divulge your personal details. Phishers typically send out emails – usually purporting to be from the financial institution – stating that the user's account has been put on hold pending the "confirmation" of certain financial data. Although identity fraud is a bigger problem offline, phishing is a major source of online fraud. Visit www.thefundingsite.co.za for more information about this.



RESOURCE-ALLIANCE - 25th International Fundraising Congress
18-21 October 2005, The Netherlands 

The IFC is the world's leading training conference for fundraising professionals, with over 700 fundraising delegates regularly attending from over 50 countries worldwide.  Visit www.resource-alliance.org for more information about their up-coming Congress.



PRISA - PUBLIC RELATIONS & COMMUNICATION MANAGEMENT
PRISA will be holding their NATIONAL CONFERENCE  entitled ‘CATCH THE SUNRISE –  EMBRACING COMMUNICATION AT THE DAWN OF THE AFRICAN CENTURY on 29, 30 & 31 May 2005 at the Sibaya Casino & Entertainment Kingdom, Umhlanga Rocks, Durban.

For more information contact PRISA - 
P O Box 2825 Pinegowrie 2123

Tel: 011 326 1262  - Fax: 011 326 1259

info@prisa.co.za




We would like to hear from you!!!! For more information, or submissions, please contact the editor on marketing@stmarys.co.za or Fax 031 700 3375

The Editor
(Melanie Jackson)
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